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Lessons and Student Needs
	When doing a pre-observation conference for a special education teacher some questions that I would want to ask at first would be regarding objectives, state standards being addressed, activities, assessments, and materials.  The first question would be: What do you want your students to know how to do when they leave your class? My expected answer is that she will state the standard and the goal that the students have to learn. What kinds of tasks will let you know whether your students have achieved the learning objectives you have identified? The response to this will be that the student is able to identify, draw, use, or explain the activity done in the task.  In the Education World journal it states that alignment in a lesson plan ensures that all the components are working together to support student success.  If you start with aligned goals, objectives, and standards, you will set your lessons up for success! (Zaur, 2021) I would then ask for the teacher to share about the students in her class. My question then would be: Can you please tell me about students with IEPs, accommodations, specific disabilities, etc.? The answer here would be I have two students with an IEP and some accommodations are that they get partial work and one student who has a specific disability. 


Differentiated Instruction
	What strategies will you use to differentiate instruction? How will you know that all students have reached mastery? The response should be that some strategies to differentiate instruction are to have lots of visuals, use technology, and have hands on manipulatives for the students to use. I will know that my students have reached mastery by asking them what they learned and they can tell me out loud or through a picture. Differentiation in special education is critical because it addresses the unique learning profiles of each student. Special education students may have disabilities that range from mild learning difficulties to more significant cognitive, emotional, or physical challenges. Differentiation ensures that each student receives instruction in a manner that best suits their strengths and needs. (Adams, 2024)
Struggling Student
In regards to a struggling student I would ask the teacher what are your top three strategies that you go to for a struggling student. The response that I would expect to hear is that they are reviewing the IEP and making sure that they have utilized every accommodation in the IEP to help the student. Also, that they are working with the student in a one on one or small group. 


Prior Knowledge
	I would ask the teacher what lessons or strategies can the students reflect on in the lesson from previous related standards and outcomes. How helpful would those methods or strategies be to students? The teacher's response should be along the lines of, they are working on a unit topic and the lesson is now unfolding, and students have the means to reach the learning targets. Then I would ask how it guided the planning for this lesson. The response should include the teacher having an activity for prior knowledge and students begin class recalling it and stating how it will be useful in the lesson for that class period.  
Classroom Management
What is the design of the classroom? Is it easy for students to make their transitions with little to no down time? Does the setup of the classroom change according to skills being learned? I would expect the teacher to state the accommodations, if any, that students have with intentional placement to limit unwarranted behaviors, also by stating the use of groups and the expectations of the group, and lastly, by stating the procedures students follow daily. In this journal it states that it is up to the classroom and special education teacher to ensure that appropriate strategies are being used to assist individual learning styles and allow all students with special needs to succeed. (Thoughtco.com, 2019)
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